A quick lesson about software

The official definition of software is – “instructions for the computer”. Other words used generally for software are – Programs and Applications.

Generally, there are two types of software: Operating System software and Application software.  The difference is essentially the following.  Operating system software is software that you have little interaction with and is responsible for how the computer works with itself.  Application software is software that you use to do something.  

Examples of Operating system software are Windows (‘95 or ‘98), Unix, Linux, and Macintosh OS.  Examples of application software are Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access), Netscape Navigator, that Solitaire program that people like to play with, etc.

To be quite honest, don’t worry about knowing what software is, the bigger issue is working with software to get something done.  Be more “concerned” about learning a skill like Word Processing or Surfing the Web, you’ll get more done that way.  Work with the software to do what it is that you need to do.  One interesting thing you'll want to know is that often you’ll find there are multiple ways to do the same thing with software and that one is not necessarily better than another.

